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Frederick Fowble Farm
15403 Hanover Pike
Fowblesburg
Private
c. 1859
The Frederick Fowble Farm is located at 15403 Hanover Pike in northwestern Baltimore
County, Maryland, and faces west toward the road. It is a 2 ¥-story, five-bay by two-bay
stone structure with a hip roof that has asphalt shingles and a north-south ridge. The west
elevation has ashlar in a Flemish bond pattern and the other walls are rubble stone. On
the east is a two-story rubble stone ell with a gable roof that has an east-west ridge and an
interior brick chimney at the east end. The west elevation has a center entrance with a
broken pediment and a six-light transom with stained glass. On either side are two six-
over-six sash. About 100 feet south of the house is a bank barn with a rubble stone lower
story, beaded-edge-and-center vertical boards on the upper story, a gable roof with
standing seam metal and an east-west ridge, and a fore bay on the south. The north side
is banked into the hill and has a pair of wagon doors hung on rollers in the center. There
is a shed roof wing on the west elevation that has the same foundation, siding and roofing
as the barn. Just east of the house is a one-story, one-bay square frame outbuilding with a
gable roof that has asphalt shingles and a north-south ridge. There is a new cupola on the
ridge. South of this outbuilding is a frame poultry house with a shed roof that slopes
down to the north. South of the poultry house is another outbuilding with the same siding

as the barn. The gable roof has a short slope on the north side and a long slope on the

south, with the ridge running east-west.
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The Frederick Fowble Farm, located at 15403 Hanover Pike, has been known recently as
the Fowblesburg Inn, but this appears to be a misnomer. As John McGrain’s research has
shown, the tavern was located on the west side of the turnpike, and was known as the
Blue Ball Tavern. Frederick Fowble acquired it in 1845, and the 1850 Sidney map
clearly shows his tavern, with no building on the opposite (or east) side of the road. John
McGrain dated the stone house to ¢. 1859 based on changes to the property noted in the
Transfer Books for that year, and this seems a reasonable surmise. It is shown on the
1877 Hopkins Atlas, and the tavern was still located just across the road. The house is
significant for its unusual “Flemish Bond” stonework, which can be found in several
other buildings nearby in Carroll County. The mason responsible for the work is
unknown. Frederick Fowble died in 1898, and in his will he left to his son Elias N.
Fowble “my former residence where he now resides, and premises . . . on the east side of
the Hanovér Turnpike road.” Elias Fowble died in 1911 and left the farm to his wife
Caroline for life, and then to his nephew John Frederick Fowble. At his death in 1939 the
farm passed to his daughter, Delores Gertrude Armacost and her husband Harry. They

sold it in 1968, and it may have passed out of the family at that time.
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Maryland Historical Trust inventory No.  BA-t175
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form
1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic Frederick Fowble Farm
other Fowblesburg Inn
2. Location
street and number 15403 Hanover Pike ___ notfor publication
city, town Upperco X vicinity
county Baltimore County
3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
name Gregory and Jacqueline Barnes
street and number 15401 Hanover Road telephone
city, town Upperco state MD zip code 21155-9713

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore County Courthouse

tax map and pa'rcel: 31-160

city, town Towson

liber 12618 folio 640

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report

Other

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function
district . agriculture landscape
- —  public — — .
X building(s) X private ___commerceftrade _ recreation/culture
~ structure " both _defensg . rellglon
site X domestic ___ social
— . education transportation
___  object — — .
__ funerary ___ workin progress
__government ___unknown
___ health care ___ vacant/not in use
___industry other:

Resource Count
Contributing Noncontributing

5 0 buildings
0 0 sites

0 0 structures
0 0 objects

5 0 Total

Number of Contributing Resources
previously listed in the Inventory

1
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7. Description Inventory No.  -BA=+76~ [3A-//4"]

Condition
__ excellent —_ deteriorated
X good — ruins
___ fair __ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

The Frederick Fowble Farm is located at 15403 Hanover Pike in northwestern Baltimore County, Maryland, and faces west toward
the road. It is a 2 Ys-story, five-bay by two-bay stone structure with a hip roof that has asphalt shingles and a north-south ridge.
The west elevation has ashlar in a Flemish bond pattern and the other walls are rubble stone. On the east is a two-story rubble
stone ell with a gable roof that has an east-west ridge and an interior brick chimney at the east end. The west elevation has a center
entrance with a broken pediment and a six-light transom with stained glass. On either side are two six-over-six sash with wood
sills, stone lintels, shutter hinges, and fake shutters. The second story has five typical six-over-six sash. There is aluminum on the
soffit and there are two dormer windows with a six-over-six sash and aluminum siding. An interior brick chimney flanks each side
of the center bay. The south elevation has two typical six-over-six sash on both the first and second stories. The north elevation is
five bays, two bays in the main block and three in the ell. Both the first and second stories have five six-over-six sash. On the
south side of the ell is a frame addition with aluminum siding.

About 100 feet south of the house is a bank barn with a rubble stone lower story, beaded-edge-and-center vertical boards on the
upper story, a gable roof with standing seam metal and an east-west ridge, and a fore bay on the south. The north side is banked
into the hill and has a pair of wagon doors hung on rollers in the center and a four-light sash with pedimented trim in the west bay.
There is a shed roof wing on the west elevation that has the same foundation, siding and roofing as the barn. It has a pair of wagon
doors hung on rollers on the north elevation, and no openings on the west elevation. The west gable end of the barn has a one-over-
one sash in the center with a vent to each side, and these have pedimented trim. The south elevation of the shed is open. The

lower story of the barn on the south elevation has two Dutch doors to the west, then a pair of doors, a small window, and a Dutch
door to the east. The upper story has a pair of doors over another pair of doors in the center.

Just east of the house is a one-story, one-bay square frame outbuilding with a gable roof that has asphalt shingles and a north-south
ridge. There is a new cupola on the ridge. The south elevation has a door. South of this outbuilding is a frame poultry house with
a shed roof that slopes down to the north. The west half of the south elevation has a door and three windows, while there is an
addition on the east half. South of the poultry house is another outbuilding with the same siding as the barn. The gable roof has a
short slope on the north side and a long slope on the south, with the ridge running east-west. On the west elevation is a door and a
four-light sash that are paired together.
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Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
—1600-1699 __ agriculture ___ economics ___ health/medicine — performing arts
— 1700-1799 __ archeology __ education ___industry — philospohy
X 1800-1899 _X_  architecture — engineering ___invention —_ politics/government
—1900-1999 __ art ___ entertainment/ — landscape architecture __ religion
— 2000- —_ commerce recreation __law ___ science
—_. communications — ethnic heritage — literature — social history
—_ community planning ___ exploration/ __ maritime industry — transportation
.. Conservation settlement —__ military — other:
Specific dates /a Architect/Builder n/a
Construction dates c. 1859

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.)

The Frederick Fowble Farm, located at 15403 Hanover Pike, has been known recently as the Fowblesburg Inn, but this appears to
be a misnomer based on the publication Real Stories, in 1917. As John McGrain’s research has shown, the tavern was located on
the west side of the turnpike, and was known as the Blue Ball Tavern. Frederick Fowble acquired it in 1845, and the 1850
Sidney map clearly shows his tavern, with no building on the opposite (or east) side of the road. John McGrain dated the stone
house to c. 1859 based on changes to the property noted in the Transfer Books for that year, and this seems a reasonable surmise.
It is shown on the 1877 Hopkins Atlas, and the tavern was still located just across the road. The house is significant for its
unusual “Flemish Bond” stonework, which can be found in several other buildings nearby in Carroll County. Most notable of
these is the John Payne Farm (CARR-919) at 2810 Hoffman Mill Road, which was built c. 1858-1868. The mason responsible
for the work is unknown, but the few number of examples of this stonework suggest that he was only in this region for a short
period of time, perhaps only a few years, and thus was either an itinerant, died early, or went off to war and did not return,

Where the idea came from and whether it was original or influenced by someore else is not known. Another example of this
stonework has been observed in a house on Bull Road in York County, Pennsylvania, and it has a date stone that appears to read
“1862,” indicating that, in order to understand this feature, further research is needed that disregards political boundaries. ¢)]

Fowble’s first wife died at an unknown date, and he re-married in 1881. He and his new wife, Catherine Randle of Carroll
County, entered into a marriage contract in which each agreed to keep their real estate and personal property separate, as if they
were not married. This enabled them to pass their assets on to their own children after they died. Frederick Fowble died in

1898, and in his will he left to his son Elias N. Fowble “my former residence where he now resides, and premises . . . on the east
side of the Hanover Turnpike road, thence with the old road until it intersects the field adjoining the school house lot, thence

with a straight line across the meadow until it intersects Thomas Gill’s land, thence bounding on the lands of Thomas Gill, Mrs.
Leight, Stephen Gill and Henry Fringer, supposed to contain about fifty acres of land.” Fowble wrote his will in 1889, so his son
must have taken over the house and farm by that time. Elias Fowble died in 1911 and left the farm to his wife Caroline for life,

and then to his nephew John Frederick Fowble. At his death in 1939 the farm passed to his daughter, Delores Gertrude

Armacost and her husband Harry. They sold it in 1968, and it may have passed out of the family at that time. )

Notes:

(1)[John McGrain, “Hanover Pike,” typescript, Baltimore County Department of Planning, n.d. J. C. Sidney, Map of Baltimore
County, Maryland, 1850. G. M. Hopkins, Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland, 1877.

(2) Baltimore County Land Records, WMI 125-352. Frederick Fowble will, 11-283. Elias N. Fowble will, WJP 16-206.
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Baltimore County Land Records, CWB Jr. 935-513; OTG 4839-32.
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9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. -Bsttrs BA-//6"]

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 5352 A.
Acreage of historical setting 5352 A,
Quadrangle name Hampstead Quadrangle scale 1:24000

Verbal boundary description and justification
The boundaries inchide the entire property, which is scattered with historic structures.

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Kenneth M. Short

organization ) date 01/29/2003
street and number 610 Regester Ave. telephone  410-377-4953

city or town Baltimore ‘ state MD Zip code 21212-1915

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974
supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only and
not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville MD 21032
410-514-7600
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See endnotes
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